Australia’s premier cricket trophy has local Uckfield roots

THE SHEFFIELD SHIELD:
BORN IN PARKER COUNTRY

The new Armadillos Cricket Club pavilion in Sussex
has benefited from a high capacity Hunter Plastics
rainwater system recently supplied by Parkers. The
club is based in the heart of Sheffield Park Gardens
in Uckfield which has a surprising historic link with
one of Australia's foremost sporting competitions.
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Hunter's Surefit 125 PVC in black has a
slim-line semi-elliptical profile that boasts
impressive flow capacity which ensures that
even heavy rain is efficiently carried away
from the building. The system features two
downpipe options, 68mm or 82 mm, is
available in a range of colours and has a flow
capacity of 4.83 litres per second.

Parker Building Supplies' customer, contractor
Don Simmonds from Beaver Construction

says "The Hunter system made perfect sense
for this project. It gave us the capacity we
needed for the roof area and it will stay
looking smart for years to come without
painting or maintenance which is vital on this
high-profile building."

The home of
Aussie cricket ?

So what of the connections with Australian cricket ? It
transpires that Henry North Holroyd, the third Lord of Sheffield,
had no great skills as a cricketer, but that did not prevent him
from staging many matches on these family grounds which lie

on the East Grinstead to Lewes road.

And these were no ordinary amateur cricket matches. Back in
1884 Sheffield Park hosted a warm-up match between the first
Australian touring side to try for the Ashes here, and an English
side captained by none other than W G Grace, and Sheffield
Park was the first cricket pitch used for an Ashes series.

The origins of the Sheffield Shield - see next page
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Origins of the Sheffield Shield

Established in 1892, the Sheffield Shield is the premier
domestic first class cricket competition in Australia, but to
trace the origins of the Shield it is necessary to follow the
story back to England and recount the tale of a cricket mad
and slightly eccentric English lord.

Henry Holroyd was no great fan of the English climate and folklore has it
that the freezing English winters took their toll on the elderly Lord Sheffield,
so in 1891 he sought refuge by following the sun and organising a cricket
team to tour Australia. The English team was led by W. G. Grace, and at the
conclusion of the tour of Melbourne, Sydney and Adelaide, Lord Sheffield
donated £150 to the New South Wales Cricket Association to fund a trophy
for an annual tournament of intercolonial cricket in Australia.

The winning of Australian cricket's greatest domestic prize was always (and
still remains) an exhilarating moment for the successful state, but when
Victoria won the inaugural title there was no piece of silver to hold aloft.
Cricket administrators in the three competing states deliberated for three
years over how they would spend the donation

but eventually decided upon the now revered

trophy named in honour of their
generous benefactor, one of

our more famous local
residents.
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-v" Left: WG Grace at the crease in Sheffield Park, 1884
Bottom left: the recently restored wicket at the present day
Sheffield Park Gardens

Above: Bringing things up-to-date, NSW paceman Trent
Copeland seen taking one of seven wickets on day one of
this year's Shield game against Queensland at the world
renowned Gabba stadium (below)




